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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back to the second part of the autumn term.
We hope you all had an enjoyable holiday. The children
have returned to school full of energy and enthusiasm
for learning.
During the holiday we completed our move into phase
3 of the new school. This is our final move. All phases
of the building have now been handed over to the
school and we are excited to see the landscaping of
our playgrounds and outside areas begin to take place.
We have been so busy we barely noticed the last
remnants of the old Willow Dene School being
demolished and removed. Our swimming team have
worked relentlessly through the holiday to prepare our
swimming pool for opening. It really is beautiful and we
are hoping that the children will use it for the first time
next week.
One of the most exciting spaces in our school is the
newly ready ‘Courtyard’. This room and outside area
which is nestled in the heart of the school is designed
to be a parent space where our families can meet,
have coffee and spend time with other parents and
professionals at their leisure. We have an amazingly
supportive parent group and are keen for you to have
a place in school designed for your use. We will be
furnishing this area during the weeks to come. Look out
for more information coming soon.
This Thursday we will be welcoming our governors who
will be completing their termly monitoring morning. This
term they will be having a presentation about Maths at
Willow Dene and then a tour of the school to look at our
Maths rich environment and displays of learning. We
look forward to hearing what they think. On Thursday
we will also have return visit from ‘The Rig’. ‘The Rig’
encourages children to explore music and sound using
the vintage instruments and materials hanging on the
huge rig framework. Look out for photographs on Twitter
and the website.
A huge well done to the fifteen parents who completed
the DiscoverME course that ran last term. We have had
such positive feedback about the course that we will
be offering the first DiscoverME course again this half
term for parents who are interested. Please contact us
if you would like to be part of this group or would like
more information. We would very much encourage you
to take this chance to be part of such a positive
program. We will also be running DiscoverME 2 after
Christmas so that parents from this term can continue
their journey.

Thank you for supporting our ‘Find a Giggle’ fun event
for families and well done to all of you who located the
hiding ‘giggles’. It was the first time we have held an
evening social event and we had lots of fun preparing
it. We will be holding more events like this during the
year.
We hope you will be able to support our pyjama day
which will raise money for Children in Need 2014. This
will take place on 14th November and letters with more
details will come home with your child soon. We look
forward to telling you about it in the next newsletter.

John Camp
Executive Head Teacher

Carolyn Vagg &
Rachel Harrison
Co-Heads of School

Governor News
We have a vacancy for a parent governor, as
Ruth Gage has served her 4 year term of office.
Many thanks to Ruth for her time and
contribution since 2010.
Governors hold the school to account by asking
questions and coming in to school to see for
themselves if all pupils are reaching their potential
and the targets set for year on year school
improvement (called Core Priorities) have been
met. They are also involved in setting the vision for
the school - deciding Willow Dene's future. Training
is provided free and the school will conduct a DBS
check. Do get in touch with me via the school
office if you want to know more.
Kind regards,
Anne-Marie
Chair of Governors

It’s that time of year again!
The Friends of Willow Dene are looking for donations
of the following items for their
annual Christmas Fair
Unopened toiletries, nearly new
toys and children’s books, good
quality bric a brac and raffle
prizes.
(No clothes please)
Thank you

CLASS FOCUS – Robin Class
We are currently focusing on ‘Celebrating Islam’ as part of our topic for this term. We are using the story
‘Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns’ as a basis for our learning. In our sensory story we explored lots of
important objects related to Islam. We all really enjoyed tasting dates, opening Eid presents and giving
money to those in need. Whilst listening to Islamic music, David and Zara enjoyed exploring beautiful
fanoos in the dark.
This term we have started cooking lessons which we all enjoyed. This week we made sandwiches in the
shape of moons and stars. Alfie, Amina and Nada chose to put honey in their sandwiches. We also made
mobiles of stars and moons; Daniel worked really hard on his and it looked beautiful.
We have also been learning about the importance of good deeds in Islam and so made good deed
pots. We thought about what good things we could do for the people around us, for example giving a
friend a hug or asking how somebody was. We are all going to do a good deed this week; Ryan has
already helped a friend by picking something up that had been dropped.

Spotlight on Feranmi

Hi, my name is Feranmi and I am 7 years old; I am
part of Robin class. I joined Willow Dene at the
start of last year.
I have really developed my communication skills
since I joined Willow Dene. I have learnt that it is
fun to be with other people, I will look at you and
encourage you to copy my movements. Now I
really like to find someone who will play a game
with me, especially chase.
There are lots of things that I like to do at school
but my favourite lessons are music and P.E. I also
like to go to the ball pool where I dive into the
balls and use the trampoline and slide.
Everyone in my class is very happy with all my hard
work in school. I will try lots of different activities
and will focus on a task that I have to complete.

We are the Champions !
Willow Dene are the proud winners of
National MOVE day 2014.
We will be awarded a trophy and a cheque
for £500 from Giraffe to buy equipment for
our children.
Well done everyone for making the day the
great success that it was.

