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Dear Parents and Carers
This is our last newsletter before February half term. We
can’t believe that we are already half way through the
academic year. We would like to thank you for all of your
support and positivity. We are looking forward to seeing
what the next half of the year has in store!
After half term, children will return to school on Wednesday
22nd February. Staff however, will be returning to school
on Monday 20th February for two days of training. This will
include exciting training on the SCERTS assessment
framework. The SCERTS model addresses the core
challenges faced by children and persons with ASD and
related disabilities, and their families. SCERTS focuses on
building competence in Social Communication, Emotional
Regulation and Transactional Support and is a model we
will be using with some children at Willow Dene in the
future. We are very lucky to have an International trainer
flying in to lead our training. Other staff will be completing
training with the physiotherapists on postural care, how to
achieve the best positioning for our children and why this
is important.
In our last newsletter we told you that we had hosted a
visiting group of school leaders from Sweden and that we
would let you know what they thought of their tour of the
school. After the visit they tweeted ‘Warmth, wisdom and
conscious progression - an insight into students' journey
towards their individual goals’. We have also hosted a
Forest School Conference in our outside learning
environment during the last two weeks and will share any
feedback with you when we receive it.
At Oakmere Road there has been a flurry of activity in the
Living Space Lounge as our new furniture continues to
arrive. We now have some enormous comfy beanbags, a
writing desk and a coffee table which will all help our
children to learn new independence skills which they can
transfer to home.
Our Parkour style soft play area which will encourage
children to learn new physical skills is due for installation at
half term and we are eagerly awaiting the completed
design for the climbing wall which will be located in the PE
hall.
During a trip to the Bett 2017 exhibition our Learning
Technologies team was inspired by some of the exciting
new technology which is beginning to become available
for use in schools. Bett is the world's leading education
technology event celebrated in the UK. As a result of our
visit we have ordered some exciting new technology
including an LED bubble tube for our Oakmere Road dark
room and a mobile magic carpet for the 4D sensory room.
This magic carpet will allow us to project onto trays and
other equipment as well as the floor. At Swingate Lane
look out for our first ventures into the world of augmented
reality as we trial headsets for the first time.

We celebrated National Storytelling Week last week with
our own Book Week. This was an opportunity to reinforce
our core values about the teaching of reading by
immersing children in Literacy rich environments and
activities so that they could all find a way to engage with
and enjoy books and stories.
Activities included:
● Strolling story telling with @Bamboozle HQ which used
the most enchanting puppet
● Making chapatti dough with the story ‘What Shall I
Make’
● Musical storytelling with @MusicHouseW12
● Some very strange sensory experiences reading ‘The
King’s Dirty Feet’ with @London dreamtime
● Dancing to the story ‘The Firebird’
● A visually stimulating story in the dark reading ‘The
Rainforest Grew All Around’ in the sensory room
We have included the Twitter account details of our visiting
groups so that you can find out more about them.
Book week has got us excited about STEM week which will
support next term’s topic of ‘Gadgets and Gismos’ with a
week devoted to ‘Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics’. Some classes are already using our ‘Force
of Nature’ topic this term to investigate exciting activities
such as making wind turbines and driving cars with
magnets. Look at our Twitter feed @willowdenesch to find
out more.
Thank you to all of you who attended CityLit’s ‘Make, Do
and Sell’ event. We hear you made some beautiful
handbags and can’t wait to see them.
Many of our classes joined the Chinese New Year
celebrations last week and so we would like to end this half
term by wishing you a Happy and Prosperous Year of the
Rooster.
John Camp
Executive Headteacher
of the Compass Partnership

Carolyn Vagg &
Rachel Harrison
Co-Headteachers

ACADEMY NEWS
As a result of Department of Education deadlines
relating to funding, the conversion date for the
Compass Partnership has been moved back one
month to May 1st 2017.

REMEMBER!
Children return back to school on
Wednesday 22nd February 2017

CLASS FOCUS – Kingfisher
Kingfisher class have been working on music that children listen to with their families at home.
This led to a sensory story about Elvis. We used our dark area so that we could focus on just one
thing at once. We used Elvis songs that helped alert the children, develop familiarity and helped
them know what is coming next. It also helped to mark the end of one visual activity and the
start of the next. It enabled one of the children to share with us music he listens to at home and
to tell us that he recognised it when it was played in school.
Here is Elvis’s hat and the songs ‘Return to sender’, ‘Jailhouse Rock’ and ‘Teddy Bear’.

The children practiced focusing, locating, tracking and choosing and extended the length of
time that they could stay engaged and alert.

TOUCAN NEWS
We have welcomed 3 new little girls to Toucan class this term and they are all settling in really
well. They have recently had their second birthdays. We hope you like the photos of them
enjoying new experiences in Toucan. We are lucky to spend lots of time with their families as
the children get used to being with us in Toucan.
We enjoyed activities for Chinese New Year last week. The children particularly liked red and
gold balloons which we bounced on Lycra material while listening to Chinese music. We did
lots of starting and stopping encouraging the children to indicate wanting more. We were
pleased that children started to watch the balloons as they moved. Some children reached
out to touch or push the balloons back onto the material or grip and pull on the Lycra.

PARENT WORKSHOPS
This week we had another of our parent training workshops which aimed to support parents with ideas of how they
can support their child’s learning at home. This workshop focused on some of the key skills for social and academic
development: explorative and engaging sensory play; developing fine motor skills and extending writing.
In the home environment it can be challenging to think of activities that are quick, engaging and support your
child’s learning skills; it was this understanding that formed the basis of this workshop. Providing simple activities which
motivate and extend children’s skills is very important in regard to generalising learning between home and school
and gives the opportunity for parent and child to undertake learning together.
Parents were greeted with thirty different trays which they had the opportunity to explore before listening to a short
presentation. The presentation focused on explaining how and why these types of activities are beneficial in
supporting children’s development. After the presentation parents began to think about their individual children
and the types of activities that they would find motivating but that would also add value to their current stage of
learning. To support this, staff provided ideas to extend or simplify the activities and made reference to the school’s
assessment system, Learning Journeys. Parents then followed recipe cards to create some of the activities for their
children.
Once the parents had prepared a few activities their child and a member of support staff, well versed in the child’s
current stage of learning, attended the event. It was wonderful to see families working together acquiring skills and
sharing learning.

For more ideas on supporting learning at home see the school website - Parents’ information - Learning activities.
Some of the feedback we had from the session includes:
‘There was a good presentation and then the great opportunity to practise with my child whilst having the support
staff around.’
‘I gained some skills that I will practise with my child at home.’

