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looking at the topic descriptor in their classroom. There
are some examples on Twitter @willowdenesch for you
Welcome back to the spring term at Willow Dene and to see.
the beginning of 2018. We would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New Year! This Unfortunately we are ending this edition of the
newsletter contains both a look back to the end of last newsletter with sad news. You will all know from the
term and a glimpse of what is to come in the next few letter that we sent home last week about the sudden
and unexpected death of Philet Ngasseu Possi from
months.
Greenfinch class which happened during the holiday.
A huge thank you to everyone, who attended our Mini We are in touch with Philet's family and would like to
Market at the end of December. The morning was very convey their thanks for everyone's kind wishes and
well attended and a good opportunity to socialise and support at this devastating time.
indulge in some shopping. The morning was a great
Carolyn Vagg &
success and managed to raise £1300 for Friends of John Camp
Executive Headteacher
Rachel Harrison
Willow Dene - a huge achievement. Thank you to
of the Compass Partnership
Co-Headteachers
everyone who donated goods and to the children and
adults who made things to sell. What a lovely morning!

Dear Parents and Carers

Fundraising was also happening elsewhere at the end
of term with a group of our youngest and oldest
children representing Willow Dene choir singing
seasonal songs at Bluewater. Lots of parents attended
and much fun was had! Comments on Twitter included
'A truly magical time of the year!' and 'I'm so proud of
you all!'
There were four Christmas concerts at the end of the
year - Foundation Stage Sharing Time, the Key Stage
1 Modern Nativity, the Key Stage 2 Variety
Performance and the Key Stage 3 Social. Each was
very different from the others but equally as much fun!
All were very well attended and we were so proud of
the amazing performances, confidence and excellent
behaviour of the children. Audience participation was
an all-time best and we hope you enjoyed the
performances.
Staff arrived back in school on January 2nd for an Inset
day. The day focused on our mental health and
well-being Core Priority and began with a presentation
which contained a lot of useful national information
and interesting statistics as well as some useful
resources for adults and children. There was also the
opportunity for staff to trial a range of well-being
workshops to experience for themselves strategies to
encourage mindfulness, well-being and reflection.
Children arrived back on January 3rd and it has been
lovely to see them and have Swingate Lane, Oakmere
Road and Toucan full of children's happy voices and
smiley faces!
Our new topic is 'Stitch in Time' with an art and
technology focus on textiles and materials and a
history focus on the passing of time. As usual every class
will be approaching the topic in their own unique way
and you can find out what your child is learning by

Speech and Language Therapy Team
This term at Willow Dene the Speech and Language
Therapy team have been focusing on the importance
of re-introducing feeding champions and ensuring we
have a trained feeding champion within all of our
complex needs classes.
The feeding champion role is someone who is
confident in the signs of aspiration (food/drink going
the wrong way) and a direct point of contact to SaLT
to highlight any concerns which may arise with a child's
eating and/or drinking. Feeding champions have the
responsibility to ensure the feeding guidelines have
been read by all adults in the class and those feeding
our complex needs children are aware of where the
guidelines are kept. Following our initial training with
the feeding champions at the beginning of term, it
was discussed and agreed after half term that a copy
of the guidelines would be visible during lunchtimes to
ensure the safety of our complex feeders.
The feeding champions have also raised areas of need
or training opportunities in their own classes and it was
agreed that future training would include more detail
on the importance of oral hygiene and keeping our
children hydrated. This information can then be
cascaded to the class team by the feeding champion.
In January, we are delivering new starter training for
TA's/teachers who have not previously worked within
complex needs classrooms. This is to ensure that our
children who are at increased risk of choking or
food/drink going the wrong way (aspiration) are
managed as safely as possible.
We look forward to meeting the feeding champions
termly to deliver training and answer any questions or
queries they may have.
Cecily Vale, Speech and Language Therapist

SQUIRREL CLASS
Squirrel class had a very busy Autumn term. The pupils favourite lesson last term was ICT with children also enjoying
visits to Morrisons supermarket each week where they used the self service checkouts to develop their independence
skills. We ended the term with a class party which was a great way for the class to get to know each other in a
more relaxed environment. We had more dancing at the KS3 Social where some of our parents came to celebrate
our terms achievements. The party was lots of fun for the children, the highlight was definitely meeting Father
Christmas and of course the presents!!
This term we are looking forward to having fun and focusing our learning around the new topic ‘A Stitch In Time’.

SWIM TEAM NEWS
The swimming team undertook advanced training in the Halliwick approach last year. It is based on supporting
children to develop a sense of balance and core stability within the water.
We have been implementing this approach in our swimming pool, which has led to some significant changes.
Children no longer routinely use floatation aids, such as back-packs, float jackets, rubber rings or noodles. Instead,
they are supported by an adult in the water who works with the child to help them to develop the confidence to
lose their balance and respond, while being safely supervised. There is a greater emphasis on developing confidence
in the water and learning to float.
Children have covered topics including 'Space', 'Down in the Jungle', 'Fireworks' 'Room on A Broom' and 'Christmas'
which have all incorporated and embraced the Halliwick principles. But rather than swimming topics having a focus
on specific strokes, such as front crawl, children have been working on more holistic skills, such as floating; travelling
(with support and independently); putting their faces under the water; maintaining a horizontal position on their
back; rotating to their front with a horizontal alignment; climbing out of the pool; and jumping in. It has required
adults to be braver, but the swim team and class teams are seeing children rapidly increase in their confidence and
enjoyment and being more active in the water.

WOODLARK CLASS
We thought we would use our newsletter spotlight to tell you what you
might see on our classroom displays this term. Of course the best way for
you to find out more is to come and visit us. We are the first classroom after
you leave reception… right next to the fish tank. Our door is always open
and you are welcome to pop in.
In Woodlark class you will find lots of information about us including our
timetables and our Move programs. Our topic descriptor is near the door
and it tells you everything you need to know about how we are
approaching this term's topic 'A stitch in Time'. Our Literacy display is all
about the book 'Spells' by Emily Gravett. Check out our spooky photos,
cauldron and lights and read the book for yourself. Last term we focused
on how to bring the outdoor environment inside… it is cold outside and we
can't go out to play as often as we would like so we have been using natural materials in the classroom. Our natural
play display shows what we have explored. Our PE-Cam display gives you a glimpse of our physical activities and
progress. You can use the iPad and Aurasma app to watch videos of our achievements. Our History wall is a record
of all the significant things that have happened in school during the year. So far these include our trip to the 'Robot
Zoo' at Horniman Museum, thank you cards, a newspaper article about Aryan's home makeover and photographs
of birthdays and special events in school. Our PLP display shows what we are focusing on in our personal learning.
We made the art work ourselves using the ‘Fluidity’ app! There is also an explosion of beautiful firework art inspired
by Arts Week. If you venture outside to our balcony you will see we have a festival theme in anticipation of next
term's topic of WoMaD (World of Music and Dance).
We'll finish our spotlight with a taster from our 'Spells' display; casting a sensory spell with a switch!

