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Dear Parents and Carers
This week our newsletter is focused on the first of our Grand Opening
events. On Thursday February 5th Willow Dene School threw open
its doors to almost sixty visitors for our Grand Opening Ceremony.
Amongst those who attended were The Mayor of Royal Greenwich,
Councillor Mick Hayes and the Mayoress. They were greeted by
children from the school who welcomed them with signing, speech
and voice output communication aids and escorted them to the
large hall. The hall was beautifully decorated for the occasion and
guests enjoyed afternoon tea and cakes at tables decorated with
a green, black and white theme.
Other guests included MP Clive Efford, Councillor John Fahy, Director
of Children’s Services Gillian Palmer, the team who designed and
built the school and many colleagues, associates and supporters of
Willow Dene.
Guests were able to enjoy a slide show of photographs which
showed learning in action and the learning environment.
John Camp made an introductory speech which described the
impact of the new building on the school community. Councillor
John Fahy spoke about the history of the school and his association
with parents who campaigned for the new building. Anne-Marie
Organ, Willow Dene’s Chair of Governors made a speech which
thanked the people who have been instrumental in the
transformation of the school. Carolyn Vagg, Co-Headteacher spoke
about the many people who have made the new school a reality.

Congratulations to the eleven parents who completed DiscoverME
2 this week, receiving their certificate in recognition of this. We are
very proud of your achievement. Look out for DiscoverME plans for
next term coming soon.
We have now received our official NAS report which confirms our
Accreditation with The National Autistic Society. The NAS panel
listed the things that Willow Dene should celebrate as:


The creativity & personalisation within the delivery of the
curriculum



The degree of specialism in the field of autism developed
within the context of a generic special school



The very positive parental response to the questionnaire
survey

We are very proud of our children, school and staff team who made
this possible.
This Friday Jackie Ross the new Head of SEN in Greenwich will be
visiting Willow Dene for her first glimpse of the school and to meet
the children. We look forward to telling you about her visit in the
next newsletter.
Have a happy and safe half term
John Camp
Executive of the Compass
Partnership

Carolyn Vagg &
Rachel Harrison
Co-Headteachers

Willow Dene Choir confidently entertained everyone with their
singing and dancing, performing three songs which were received
enthusiastically by the audience. Emmanuel introduced the Mayor
of Royal Greenwich who made a short speech and then unveiled
a plaque which will hang in the entrance of the school. Iorwen used
symbols to invite The Mayoress to cut the celebratory cake which
was distributed to each child in the school the next day. John then
invited guests to tour the school and meet both children and staff.
Our visitors were amazed at the high quality learning environment,
displays and specialist facilities, the confidence of the children, the
calm atmosphere around the school and the professionalism of staff.
The tour finished in the main reception area where visitors were able
to see the tactile plaques donated to the school for the Grand
opening by Sensory Technology, who created our sensory garden.
These will form a lasting and child friendly reminder of the opening
of the school as they will be permanently sited in our sensory garden.
There were many photographs taken of the event and reporters
and photographers present throughout. We hope that many of our
visitors will have a lasting association with the school and that this
was the first of many events which will support our relationships with
both our immediate and wider community.
We are now busy planning a more informal Grand Opening event
in the spring term which will be for children, families and staff, past
and present.
We would like to warmly congratulate Anne-Marie Organ our Chair
of Governors who was nominated for and successfully shortlisted for
Greenwich’s Governor of the Year Award 2015. Anne-Marie plays
a significant role in the life of the school and is instrumental in school
development and improving standards. Anne Marie was awarded
with a certificate, flowers and a £100 book voucher for the school
at a ceremony at Woolwich Town Hall on Tuesday night.

Spotlight on Fabian
Hi, my name is Fabian and I am six years old. I joined Willow
Dene School in September and settled really well into Bunting
class. I have loved exploring my new school, learning new
routines and making new friends. I have also made friends
around school as I am always happy and smiling and people
often stop to talk to me.
I like to know what is happening during the day and I am now
able to organise my own ‘now’ and ‘next’ timetable and can
tell everyone in class what we are doing and where we are
going. I have learnt all of our class routine songs and often lead
the singing. I am using PECS in school as part of my
communication and have learnt to discriminate between
symbols and am now using an ‘I want’ sentence strip to make
requests. This is also helping to develop my speech and I can
vocalise to make requests too.
Every week I work with Mandy at food is fun group and have
been enjoying exploring new tastes and textures. One of my
favourite activities is our class attention autism sessions. I get
very excited when the bucket comes out and can’t wait to see
the exciting objects that appear and eagerly shout ‘ready,
steady, go’ to make the adults go faster.

CLASS FOCUS – Bunting Class
Welcome to Bunting Class news. At the beginning of the school year we welcomed Ade, Daniel and Fabian to Willow Dene and
all have settled really well in Bunting class. At the end of last term we said goodbye to David and have this week welcomed
Olachi who we are all looking forward to working with.
It has been a busy first half term of the New Year. Our topic has been recycling and being green and we have been making
lots of lovely things from junk materials. We had a focus on ways to reuse plastic bottles and have so far made our junk bottles
into sensory bottles to decorate our garden area, monsters for one of our class stories, shaker instruments to play during music
sessions and a class skittles game. Some of our lovely work is on display in the corridor outside our classroom so if you’re visiting,
please stop and take a look.
We also visited the Environmental Curriculum Centre in Eltham and had lots of fun making paper, exploring the grounds and
learning about recycling.

Governor News
It was a privilege to stand up at our Grand Opening and
speak about the journey our school has been on and the
fantastic provision we offer being both a MOVE Centre
of Excellence and accredited by the National Autistic
Society - how many schools can say that!

Our new building is enabling our children to travel longer
distances, to walk up and down slopes and steps. This is
increasing their strength, stamina and mobility skills.

I am delighted to announce Kafayat Eletu as our new
Parent Governor.
I wrote to you recently asking for nominations from
parents willing to stand for election as Parent Governors.
I have received one nomination and there was one
vacancy on the Governing Body. This means that
Kafayat who has put herself forward automatically
becomes our new parent governor and there will be no
need for an election.
For your information Kafayat’s statement is reproduced
below.

Annie is using her Kaye walker to walk independently to class
down the wooden slope, she is using the critical skills she has
acquired on her MOVE programme, Taiwo is using the stairs
to practise going down steps holding onto a rail this will
increase his ability to access the wider community. Amy is
using her walking and standing skills to explore the reception
area.

“My son came into Willow Dene at a very critical time. It
was all “he did this and that” at mainstream. I was
emotionally down. Willow Dene helped him improve,
socialise better and gave him self-belief. It gave me more
happiness, joy, satisfaction and ability to see the
potentials in him.
I see this as an opportunity to give back to Willow Dene;
to help the school do the great job of helping our special
children and their families. I want to be that “critical
friend” the school has in a parent governor.”

Well done to all our MOVE’rs you are all amazing.

Have a great half term.

Lin Wright.

Anne-Marie

