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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to our final newsletter before half term.
We can't believe how quickly the weeks are flying
past. Both schools have been very busy with visitors
and events and it feels like a very exciting place to
be!
We are looking forward to ending our 'Tell Me a
Story' topic with a visit from Dazzle and Fizz Theatre
Company today who are performing their version
of Rapunzel. Next half term our topic is 'Bright Sparks'
and we are looking forward to sharing what each
class will be learning through our Topic Descriptors
which you can see on display in every class.
Following a very successful demonstration, we have
taken delivery of our first virtual reality headsets to
support physical skills, communication and
cognition. Teachers have already received training
on the use of these and we are excited to see
creative use of them in the classrooms coming soon.
In our last newsletter we told you about our first visit
from Richard Cloudesley School in Islington. A group
of governors and leaders came to look around and
to talk to us about our experience as a special
school of being part of a Multi Academy Trust. This
week we welcomed a group of support staff from
Richard Cloudesley who came to talk to our staff
about their experience of converting to a Multi
Academy Trust. They finished off their morning with
a tour of the school.

way and for feeding this back to the Members and
Trustees of The Compass Partnership. There was a
lot of information to share at this meeting, including
our school development plan, reports on budget
and premises and an update about Pupil Premium
funding. Our next meeting will be in November.
As well as all of this, the vaccinations team was in
school on Wednesday with the first round of nasal
flu vaccinations for children. If you missed out on
this and would like more information, contact Alison
Griffiths in school.
Our Music Therapy team have been very busy over
the last few months collecting evidence for a
research project about the impact of early
intervention in Toucan our provision for 2 year olds.
We are excited to see the outcome of this piece of
work which has been underway for several months.
Richard Murison our Music therapist in key stage 2
and at Oakmere road is beginning some research
into what makes transitions successful when
children move to secondary school. Look out for
more details coming soon.
Check the website for updates to the key stage 3
blog which will tell you all the news about what has
been happening at Willow Dene Oakmere Road.
We are looking forward to a busy end of term and
would like to wish you a happy and safe half term
week when it arrives!

John Camp
Carolyn Vagg &
Executive Headteacher
Rachel Harrison
Wednesday was a very busy day at Willow Dene of the Compass Partnership
Co-Headteachers
Swingate Lane. As well as our visitors from Richard
Cloudesley we were also hosting an SSAT day for
school leaders. SSAT, the Schools, Students and
SWIM NEWS
Teachers network is a UK-based, independent
educational membership organisation working with
We have been to Space for our theme this week,
schools and academies. Its work is focused on
swimming amongst the moon and the stars, with a
providing support and training for school staff. Our
focus on encouraging independence. The children
have enjoyed the games and activities and have
SSAT day 'menu' included a tour of the school, the
embraced the freedom that they experience in the
chance to watch the Willow Dene documentary
water. Well done everyone.
and presentations about research, pupil voice and
collaborative working at Willow Dene.
Wednesday was our first governors meeting of the
term. As we told you in our last newsletter, now that
we are a MAT, the function of our governing body
has changed slightly. They are the people
responsible for knowing the school in a detailed

AUTUMN HALF TERM WEEK
MONDAY 23rd - FRIDAY 27th OCTOBER

CLASS FOCUS – WREN
Wren class have been inspired by the story 'Mix it Up!' in science, and have really enjoyed exploring what happens
when we combine the primary colours. We have been practicing using syringes to squirt two primary coloured paints
into sensory materials and mixing them together to change the colour. We especially loved using our hands to mix
paint into the foam and corn flour gloop!

MUSIC THERAPY SERVICE
We are delighted to welcome Ergina back from maternity leave. She has increased her time at Willow Dene
to 1.5 days per week, which is very helpful for the Service, in terms of being more available to meet with staff
and parents.
Ergina has started a joint class group with Richard in Puffin class. Several of these children will have already
had at least 2 blocks of therapy from their time in Toucan and Puffin class. So, for some children, the class
group will be a broadening of their social experiences, whilst for the new children, it will be their first experience
of Music Therapy.
At Oakmere, the guitar lessons and Jamming group continue, with some new members. Richard is particularly
excited that some of the students who have been attending both of these sessions have started in the Jamming
group, to spontaneously strum or use the chords he has been teaching them in the lessons. This has been the
main purpose of the lessons : that they will be able to develop a skill which they can use to make
music-ultimately anywhere!
Nicky, Richard and Ergina

PUPIL VOICE
Our first School Council meeting of the school year took place this term and what an exciting meeting it was!
We had representatives from all 5 of our KS3 classes, so we welcomed Yusuf to his first School Council meeting.
We had lots to discuss. It was our responsibility to decide the names of our school mini buses, the winner of the Jack
Petchey Specialist Interest Afternoons and decide on a product to make during the Year 7 Enterprise Project.
Firstly, we talked about bus names. Four ideas were put forward to use and after a vote we were left with two
favourites - Bird names or London Landmarks. We voted again between these two name choices and the winner
with 3 votes to 2 was London Landmarks! School Council will come to an agreement on the London Landmarks our
buses are named after at the next School Council meeting.
Next we had to decide the winner of the Jack Petchey Specialist Interest Afternoons, this was really difficult as we
have enjoyed them all so much! We were presented from short listed nominations for each year group and can
announce that the winners are as follows:
Year 7: Ovie for his Drumming afternoon
Year 8: Louise for her Bowling afternoon
Year 9: Michael for his Cinema afternoon
The final item on our agenda was the decision on what product to make for the Year 7 Enterprise Project. Lip Balm
was a product we had discussed and after seeing, smelling and trying some examples we came to a unanimous
decision that this would be our product of choice!
Listen out for updates from our next School Council meeting!
Don't forget to follow our twitter account for photographs and up to date news!
Twitter - @willowdenesch

