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Dear Parents and Carers
We can’t believe that half term is nearly here. By the time you

receive our next newsletter half term will already be over!
Time seems to be flying by. This newsletter contains just a
taster of what has happened at Willow Dene in the last two
weeks.
At Oakmere Road our Specialist Interest Afternoons have
started. These afternoons focus on each child in turn and
the whole of their year group come together to take part
in an activity related to the focus child’s interests or
achievements.
Our first afternoon was Mayowa’s
afternoon and focussed on his interest and achievements
in healthy living and independence skills. Mayowa invited
everyone to join him in the kitchen area to make their own
fruit smoothies. Look out for photographs on Twitter soon.
Our next afternoon will be Farhana’s. Farhana has been
enjoying creating sculptures from plasticine and
playdough. Her afternoon will give other children in year
7 the chance to try out a real potters wheel and modelling
with clay.
On Saturday we were at the University of West London with
The Academy of Innovation. We presented the outcomes
of our two year research project into meeting the needs
of children with Congenital Muscular Dystrophy and
complex health needs to a room of delegates with very
positive feedback. This year we are starting two new
research projects into supporting children with a visual
impairment and assessing sitting skills using a new form of
technology. Contact us to find out more about any of the
above.
This week we had two Governors meetings and a Governor
monitoring morning. At Learning and Achievement
Committee Governors received a presentation about our
school data report and at School Business Committee they
received our Pupil Premium evaluation and action plan.
Both of these documents can be found on the school
website www.willowdene.greenwich.sch.uk The monitoring
morning was linked to the school Core Priority which
focuses on the development of Willow Dene, Oakmere
Road and gave the opportunity for a full tour of the school.
In both schools you will notice symbol signage for all rooms
being put in place. These are colour coded signs which
give children a visual indication of which school they are
in as well as the function of the room.
Our topic this half term is ‘Now That’s What I call Music’
which supports our Core Priority on the teaching of music
and how music can be used throughout the school day.
Some children who show a talent for rhythm are now
receiving weekly drumming lessons which are going really
well. There have been several trips to see musical
peformances or to explore sounds and instruments. We

have had very positive feedback from classes who have
visited the music room at The Horniman Museum. New
displays will be appearing in the corridors in the next few
weeks and this term they will focus on the teaching of
communication, literacy, maths and cognition.
Sparrow and Kestrel classes are hard at work rehearsing
for their upcoming performance of Macbeth at the
Shakespeare festival for Schools. We will let you know how
to obtain tickets for this soon.
We have had visits from a lot of prospective parents at
both schools this half term and it has been lovely to see so
many of our new parents joining our Friday Speakeasy
sessions. Last week parents had the chance to meet our
Chair of Governors Anne Marie and to talk to her about
their views of the school and find out more about what
Willow Dene Govrenors do. Look out for details of our first
parents evening of the year coming up in November.
If you haven’t had chance to look at our newly updated
website yet, do have a look. It contains all the updated
information about what is happening at school, our news
and useful information about pupil progress and learning.

John Camp
Executive Headteacher
of the Compass
Partnership

Carolyn Vagg &
Rachel Harrison
Co-Headteachers

Occupational Therapy News
Alex Loweth has returned from maternity leave
and is working back at the school on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays with the complex needs classes. This
follows a detailed handover from Bryony Breese
who has now gone on maternity leave. Nutan
Jathar continues to work with our children with
sensory needs, she is also working closely with
Mandy Baines (sensory coordinator) in the sensory
groups and with children on a one to one basis.
She works on Tuesdays, alternate Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Susan Collier our OT assistant continues
to work with team on Tuesdays. We have been
working closely with the physiotherapy team and
have been starting postural assessments for
children for the new school year. We are also
looking into setting up regular sling clinics for
children with complex postural needs. We
continue to facilitate wheelchair clinic on the 3rd
Tuesday of each month.

CLASS FOCUS – Redwing Class
Redwing class have had a fantastic start to the new school year. We have settled back into our routines well and are all enjoying
the school topic this term ‘Now that’s what I call Music’. As a musically motivated class already, we have really enjoyed
incorporating musical elements into our subject areas. This has included exploring sounds, how sound travels and different
qualities of sounds in science; the history of modern music and experiencing genres such as blues, rock n roll and electronic;
learning how music influenced everyday life, culture and fashionable styles from the waltz all the way to disco fever and we
have even become rock stars in our speaking and listening sessions.
Redwing class have also been exploring local place knowledge this term for TPPC and have really enjoyed exploring and
familiarising themselves with the local area whether it be Woolwich market or Greenwich park.
In Redwing class, we enjoy being active and have many sensory needs. With this in mind, we have incorporated group sensory
processing sessions onto our timetable to help us prepare for learning and discover new ways to seek our need for deep pressure
and resistance work. These sessions have really been effective and our motivation and concentration in the afternoons has
greatly improved.

CLASS FOCUS - Goldcrest Class
This half term Goldcrest class have been participating in a musical story during our Literacy sessions. The children have been
playing the roles of lots of animals from the story including a fox, mole, badger, weasel and squirrel. Each animal plays an
instrument and takes part in a concert in the forest.

The children decorated their own animal masks and have really enjoyed taking on the roles of the animals. We have been
playing a range of instruments including the xylophone, guitar, piano and flute and have really enjoyed listening to the
music we have made.

MUSIC THERAPY SERVICE NEWS

SWIMMING NEWS

Richard and Nicky met with the teachers at Oakmere road
at the beginning of term to discuss how to use the music
therapy provision at Oakmere road within this new setting
and this new age group. We identified between us,
students who were to receive music therapy for this term
on a Friday morning. These include a cross-class group,
which is partly a continuation of the song-writing group
which the Year 7s started last year and there is also one
individual session which Richard is leading on.

Exploring Space has been our theme for swimming, we
swam to the Moon and stars around Jupiter, Saturn and
Pluto. Aliens were found living on Mars and we swam
back with them to Earth. Independent swimming and
jumping in has been practised with lots of progress being
made. Well done to all the children for all their hard work.

At the other end of the age group, the Toucan music
therapy sessions take place, currently, on a Monday
morning. Half of the class are currently being worked with,
whilst the others are settling in. Working with parents and
offering ideas for home continues to be a priority for this
class.

FRIENDS OF WILLOW DENE - AGM
Wednesday 19th October 2016
10.00am-11.30am
All welcome

Swim Team

