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Dear Parents and Carers
This is the final newsletter of the term and the year! And
what a year it has been. We have had another very
positive year full of achievements, growth and
development. It is hard to believe that Willow Dene
Oakmere Road has been open for a full academic year.
We are very excited to welcome Lily, Ryan, Mary, Mary
and Grace to our teaching team. We are very lucky to
have them all as the school continues to grow and
expand. We are also very happy to announce that our
very own Chantelle has now finished her teacher training
and will be taking her own class in September. We are
very sad to say goodbye to Rebecca and Katie who are
both leaving us to relocate. I'm sure you will join us in
wishing them lots of luck in their new ventures.
Next week we will be holding a day of leavers
celebrations, as every child who is leaving Willow Dene
has their moment in the spotlight where we remember
some of their highlights and achievements and say our
goodbyes. This is always a very emotional time for us as
our children prepare for new adventures. At the same
time we will be welcoming our new families to coffee
mornings where they can meet staff, other parents and
complete all the paperwork they need for their child to
start school in September.
Last week saw Parents Evening followed by the exciting
Premier of our new documentary film. The spectacular
red carpet event caused much excitement for everyone
and it was lovely to see so many people attending. The
entrance to the school was packed with visitors ranging
from our very own children and families to visitors and
friends of the school representing many different
partnerships with Willow Dene. It was also lovely to meet
some of our new children who will be joining us in
September. Everyone had a fabulous night and it really
was the social event of the year! Feedback about the
documentary has been hugely positive. If you haven't
seen it yet you can find a link on the front page of our
website. Let us know what you think!

looking forward to seeing it decorated with the colourscheme chosen by school council.
This week we celebrated National Move Day with a day
at the beach! There were lots of fun activities to
encourage children to use their balance, movement,
stamina and physical skills. Look out for photographs on
Twitter @willowdenesch
This weekend 8 of our extremely brave staff are taking
to the sky for our charity sky dive to raise money for
Friends of Willow Dene. We are excited to see the skydive
but will also be glad when they are safely back on solid
ground! If you would like to sponsor the skydive you can
find the details on our website.
You will remember that several weeks ago we had our
termly visit from Jo Atkins our Improvement Partner. On
this visit Jo met with our therapy team, went on a learning
walk to look at displays and visited classes. Her final
report has now been received and we would like to
share some of the highlights with you. Jo's report says 'The
learning environment at Willow Dene is engaging and
purposeful. It clearly demonstrates the high expectations
that staff have of their learners and is accessible to the
children. English and Maths are very visible as well as
other curricular areas. There are plenty of opportunities
for children to listen, touch and explore within the
learning environment'.
On July 1st Willow Dene officially became part of The
Compass Partnership of schools as we gained academy
trust status. We are excited about the possibilities for
working together in the future and feel that strong
partnership is the best way for us to manage the financial
pressures that all schools are experiencing. We believe
that by being part of The Compass Partnership we can
ensure that our children will have the best possible school
experience in the years to come.

As we prepare for our the last week of term and the start
of our holiday play scheme, all that remains is to thank
you all for your support, energy, trust and positivity. We
couldn't do it without you! We wish you all a happy and
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Activities included lots of outdoor play, an evening disco
shared with another school, film night, camp fire and
archery! As ever we were so proud of our confident and
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
happy children who tried everything on offer and gave
us many memorable moments.
Last day of Summer Term 21st July 1.30pm
There was a lot of excitement at Oakmere Road as our
bespoke traversing wall was installed in our gym. This will
allow children to extend their climbing skills and it can
also be accessed by hoist. We would like to thank Dream
Climbing Walls for making this a reality and we are

First day of Autumn Term 2017-18
All Classes - Thu 7th Sep
Badger, Squirrel & Otter Only - Fri 8th Sep

CLASS FOCUS – Badger
We have been really enjoying the topic 'Venture Out' in Badger class this half term. We have had the opportunity to
actually venture out into the local community, taking trips to Greenwich Park where we have been getting to know
the park and engaging in activities with our peers.
Alongside the rest of the secondary school we have also been adventurous in exploring a range of different animals,
such as snakes and tortoises which we did for Amy's specialist interest afternoon. Although some of the animals were
a bit scary we were not afraid and had a go at touching them.
The whole class has enjoyed our sensory story in literacy where we have been exploring various environments through
sensory props. It has been fun to explore different places and we have become increasingly brave with touching the
materials; lots of us like the pond with all the pondweed although it's a bit smelly!
Badger class has also been exploring growing our own vegetables in the playground. We have planted beans, lettuce,
beetroot and many more. We are making sure that we water the plants regularly and are looking forward to eating
our produce.

PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE
Hello from the Physiotherapy team! As we are fast approaching the end of the school year it is the time where we
are busily organising our list of school equipment for families to borrow. We work closely with the class teams to
ensure that our children are able to loan out equipment that works well for them at school and they therefore would
like to trial at home. The system has worked well for the last few years and is co-coordinated by Alison Griffiths.
Children can borrow appropriate equipment on a request basis and a loan form needs to be completed by families
to ensure that we can track the items and have them safely returned to school for the beginning of the new school
year. Our list is well underway but if you have any queries about the loan system, or feel that something would be
useful and you haven't completed a form yet please contact Claire.higgins1@nhs.net and we can look in to it for
you.
As a service we continue to work during the Summer holidays and use the opportunity to look at developing service
projects that need extra attention to keep them moving forward. We also visit families to assess/review equipment
needs for home and help children/families with their home management plans. It is often the case that we have
visited home earlier in the year, during our other holiday breaks, but if you have any specific home needs and do
not have a scheduled physiotherapy home visit booked, please contact your class physiotherapist. If you do not
have their direct contact details please contact the email address above.
Overall we have had a wonderfully exciting year and we continue to be very inspired by the movement
achievements of the Willow Dene students. We are moving in to 2017/2018 with plans for an extension to the Try-cycle
project as well as re-launching the AKKA powered mobility platform and beginning to focus on the specific
assessment/development of head control.
We wish you a wonderful Summer break and please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries about
anything in today's newsletter, or any other general questions about Willow Dene Physiotherapy.

OAKMERE NEWS
Official representatives of the 'The Oakmere Times' were in attendance at this summer's hottest event, the premiere
of Willow Dene: The Documentary!
Reporter Emmanuel and photographer Mohamed gained access to the exclusive event and were keen to gauge
opinion of the schools recent transfer to a Multi Academy trust!
— Continued to next page —

— Continued from previous page —
Staff were asked how they felt about Willow Dene becoming a Multi Academy Trust, "I think it's fantastic" and "I am
very excited" were just some of the enthusiastic responses. Staff were also questioned about their aspirations for Willow
Dene who said, they hoped the transfer would "make us a better school"

It was then time to photograph our VIP guests on the red carpet as they eagerly awaited entry to the documentary,
the excitement and anticipation of our guests was now palpable!
Finally it was time for the main event and an expectant silence encompassed the room.

The documentary was incredible and encapsulated the ethos, determination and heart of Willow Dene and its
inspirational children. It was wonderful to see the heart-warming stories of the astounding progress made by our
children. We are very much looking forward to the sequel!

PUPIL VOICE - Margaret McMillan School Journey
On Thursday 6th July, ten children from across Woodlark, Skylark, Greenfinch, Dormouse and Hedgehog class
headed to our school journey at Wide Horizons Margaret McMillan. On Thursday afternoon we enjoyed lots of fun
in the sun followed by a disco in the evening. We then snuggled up in bed to watch a movie which was projected
on the ceiling. On Friday we enjoyed baking bread around the campfire and archery!
Everyone had a fantastic time! We all enjoyed sharing time with old friends and new. Here are some of our best
bits:
JJ - Enjoyed feeling the warmth of the bread after it had been baked over the campfire!
Abby - loved dancing with the children from the other schools at the disco!
Liam - loved archery! He was very competitive and had lots of turns!
Yugal - enjoyed our activities in the sunshine and getting to know some new friends.
Selin - loved the loud music at the disco!
Lyla - enjoyed snuggling up to watch a movie.
In other pupil voice news:
We also had our documentary launch last week. If you would
like to watch the documentary this can be accessed on the
school website under School Information > Our Story: A Willow
Dene Documentary.
Don't forget to follow our twitter account for photographs and
up to date news!
Twitter - @willowdenesch

