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Dear Parents and Carers
This will be our last newsletter of the term and of 2016. The
term has flown by and as you know, lots of exciting things
have happened since we started school in September.
This newsletter gives you a brief update of what has
happened in the last two weeks.
A huge thank you to all of our families who supported our
Winter Ball last Friday evening. We sold over 180 tickets
and it was lovely to see everyone from our oldest children
to our youngest children having fun together. Thank you
to all the staff who attended to help out or who brought
their own families. It felt like a real community event and
a brilliant opportunity to catch up with old friends. The
photographer was very busy and some beautiful
photographs were taken which will be available soon. The
raffle and the tickets combined raised over £600 for Friends
of Willow Dene.
We have thoroughly enjoyed the Foundation Stage festive
sharing time and key stage one performance. Now we
are looking forward to the Oakmere Road ‘Winter Warmer’
on Tuesday morning and the key stage two ‘Winter
Celebration’ on Wednesday morning. It has been lovely
to see parents supporting both these events and the carol
singing at Blue Water last Wednesday.
On Monday we welcomed Florence Kroll, the new Director
of Children’s Services in Greenwich. Florence was visiting
Willow Dene, Swingate Lane for the first time since
beginning her role in September. She had a full tour of the
school and was very complementary about her first
impressions. We are looking forward to working with her in
the future.
In the last newsletter we mentioned the upcoming visit from
Jo Atkins our new Improvement Partner who visited on
Monday 5th December. Jo discussed how we measure
pupil progress at Willow Dene as well as completing a
learning walk of both schools. Afterwards she emailed to
say ‘Thank you for your time today – it was a great
experience to walk around your beautiful school and meet
the children you work with – on both sites! They were
clearly engaged in and enjoying their learning’.
Some classes have had exciting visits in the last two weeks.
Some of our key stage 3 children from Badger and Squirrel
classes visited The Reach climbing wall to research ideas
for our very own bespoke climbing wall at Oakmere Road.
Woodlark class used their poem from last half term’s topic
‘Now That’s What I Call Music’ as inspiration for their trip.
Their poem was ‘The Rhythm of Life’ by Michael Rosen
which described the rhythms we can hear in the world
around us. This inspired a virtual train ride at the SegaXD
experience in Bluewater which the children loved. We
were very excited when Michael Rosen re-tweeted our

pictures from the trip and commented on them. Since
then he has also re-tweeted our comments about our
approach to reading. To find out more visit our Twitter
account @willowdenesch
We have started an art collection which we hope will
inspire children, families and visitors. Our first print is a
Greenwich landscape by Stephen Wiltshire. Stephen is an
artist who draws detailed cityscapes from memory. As a
child he was diagnosed with ASD and attended a special
school. His work is now popular all over the world and he
has an MBE for services to the art world. Stephen’s work
will be displayed in the Head Teacher’s office at Swingate
Lane and is soon to be joined by work by other inspiring
artists. Look out for similar developments at Oakmere Road.
We are ending this newsletter on a sad note. Linda Dutton,
Osprey class teacher is leaving us at the end of this term.
We have thoroughly enjoyed working with Linda and she
will be greatly missed. We are looking forward to
welcoming Eve Holder to Osprey class in January. Also
leaving us after a very long time working at Willow Dene is
Sarah Cunningham from our office team. Sarah has been
an invaluable part of our team and the development of
our school over a long period of time and will be leaving
very big shoes to fill! She is also the person who has been
responsible for getting this newsletter to you since we
started producing it several years ago. We wish her luck
and happiness for the future. In January we will be
welcoming Alison Handy to our office team.
All that remains is to thank you all for your support this term
and to wish you a very happy and safe holiday and a
happy new year!

John Camp
Executive Headteacher
of the Compass Partnership

Carolyn Vagg &
Rachel Harrison
Co-Headteachers

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Children break up on
Wednesday 21st December at

1.30pm
and
return to school on
Tuesday 3rd January

CLASS FOCUS – Nightingale Class
Nightingale Class has really enjoyed our topics this term. We had great fun creating music as part of our topic on ‘Now
that’s what I call music’ last half term. We also enjoyed exploring noisy food including making crunching, popping and
squelching sounds. Our favourite weekly session was outdoors at our onsite forest school where we investigated sounds.
This half term we have focused on packaging and mechanisms as part of our topic on ‘Design & Make’. We have really
enjoyed our story ‘Whatever Next’ and have been having fun creating our own rockets. We also had a great time on an
outing to the Horniman museum, where we had the opportunity to play and explore instruments from Brazil and Nigeria.

MOVE News
This term we have posted on the school’s twitter site from various classes, showcasing their wonderful achievements in MOVE.
We are very proud of all our children and their hard work this term.
We have some exciting news coming from MOVE soon, we will keep you posted in the New Year.
Thank you for your continued support for MOVE
Have a wonderful Christmas.
The MOVE Team

PUPIL VOICE
Sega XD experience
Woodlark Class went to the Sega XD 6 dimension cinema at Bluewater on Thursday 8 th December. They took
2 virtual reality journeys, which allowed them to use all of their senses and experience lots of environmental changes.
Jamal loved the lights and the movement of the scary roller coaster and the gentler winter train ride. He laughed
so much that we thought he was going to burst and was very wriggly.
Ryan was very smiley all the way through. He especially liked the bright white colours in the winter ride and kept
his head still and focused.
Hedia turned her head right round to see the screen and even carried on looking after the film had finished with
her eyes wide! She was also right next to the wind machine which she loved.
Ali Abbas took a big breath in when anything surprising happened!

ART PROJECT FOR SCHOOLS - CHRISTMAS CARDS
A Statement from the CEO

As the CEO of Art Projects for Schools, I take full responsibility for the distress caused during this year’s
Christmas Card Project and recognise that I have let many children down. No amount of apologising can
compensate for that. However, all outstanding orders and schools will have been delivered by the end of
the week. My staff, both permanent and temporary, have worked tirelessly going above and beyond in
their efforts to fulfill your orders. We are continuing to recruit as many staff as our infrastructure will allow, in
order to help us fulfill your orders and deal with your enquiries as quickly as possible. The negligence of our
software supplier caused the postponement of the online shop. We take full responsibility for this, as it is our
duty to choose which suppliers we work with and in this instance we made a clear error of judgement. We
then had to re-build a complete production system including late orders, returns and invoicing. As a result
of this, our communication with you has suffered, something which we recognise is totally unacceptable.
My regular attempts to keep you all updated were genuine forecasts made with the information at hand.
As a business we firmly believe in the principal of transparency, so whilst the news I have delivered has often
been bad news, it has always been honest and a truthful representation of the situation at the time. At Art
Projects for Schools, we recognise that your trust in us has wavered. However, we will work tirelessly to regain
your trust. All organisers will have received an email detailing our proposals for refunding parents who have
not received their goods, as well as plans to compensate schools for the general distress caused. After all,
this is why we are here; to encourage children to be creative and express themselves through art, as well
as raising vital funds for schools. We will not allow school fundraising to be compromised by the mistakes
we have made! We have a year to prove to you that, we have and will continue to learn from our mistakes.
All organisers will receive regular updates on our progress, as well as receiving the full report from our
independent auditing into this year’s project. We will also offer the opportunity to test any new system we
put in place, which is something we have taken on board from your comments. Twenty years ago we started
Art Projects for Schools. Since that time we have raised over £4 million for schools across the country and
beyond. Many companies have followed our lead and as a result, millions of children across the UK now
have the opportunity to celebrate their creativity. We will continue to provide that opportunity, building on
the lessons we have learnt this year, with more desire than ever to continue to promote the importance of
creativity in eduction and raise funds for our schools

