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Dear Parents and Carers
We hope you are managing to keep warm in the
extremely cold weather that we are having this week.
As always we have been very busy in school and this
newsletter contains just a taste of some of the things
happening this half term.
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You may remember that at the end of last term we
were visited by Jo Atkins, our new Improvement
Partner, who will offer the school advice and external
validation throughout this school year. We have now
received Jo’s final report. We thought you would like
At Oakmere Road we have already celebrated to read some of Jo’s report to see what her first
Liam’s specialist interest afternoon. Specialist interest impressions are of Willow Dene.
afternoons are planned to celebrate the strengths
and achievements of individual children in key stage ‘During the learning walk the IP was able to see
3. Liam filled the school with an afternoon of fun, children fully engaged in their learning in a variety of
laughter and practical jokes to celebrate his sense of contexts. For some children this involved accessing
humour and love of all things funny. Liam’s afternoon eye-gaze software on a screen supported by an
started by sending all the guests to the wrong venue extendable arm. Other children were engaged in
and then continued with all manner of jokes, tricks active play or working on their MOVE targets.
and games! Look out for reports on the website soon. Swimming provision has been an area for
development to ensure that all children with complex
There have already been some very busy parent needs are able to gain the maximum therapeutic
events. Thank you to everyone who attended the benefit from the pool – during the visit the IP was able
ASD training. The last session, which was a sensory to observe children enjoying their swimming session
session, is now complete. We will be running the immensely. The learning environment at Willow Dene
training again later in the year if you are interested in is of high quality. It includes opportunities for learning
outside the classroom, in individual outdoor spaces,
attending.
corridor spaces and specialist learning environments.
Greenwich Parent Voice visited our Friday Speakeasy Opportunities for independence were evident
and their ‘Knit, Stitch and Make’ session was our best throughout the school. All the children demonstrated
attended session to date, with parents having lots of good attitudes to learning and they were motivated,
fun and making some beautiful keepsakes. Even our focused and clearly enjoying what they were doing’.
Tweet about the session was popular with 55 re-tweets!
This week we have hosted a visit from a group of
We are looking forward to seeing the outcome of Head teacher’s from Sweden. Our second
CityLit’s ‘Make, Do and Sell’ family learning course International visit this year! Our visitors are keen to look
which started yesterday. This course lasts for 10 weeks around the school and find out more about us. We
and focuses on using learnt skills and learning new will let you know what they thought in our next
skills to create craft items to sell at a profit to raise newsletter.
money for Friends of Willow Dene. The course will
finish on March 23rd in time for the Big Easter Coffee We are preparing to launch the next part of our
‘Learning Activities’ section of the website. This can
Morning.
be found under the title ‘Information for Parents’ in
We will soon be publishing details of our ‘Expert the website menu. This section gives you practical
ideas of things you can do at home to help your child
Patient’ course for parents so watch this space!
to learn. It explains what to do and what your child
Next week is Book Week with a host of book focused might learn. We will be holding some ‘Sensory
learning experiences planned for our children. These Resource Making’ workshops for parents where you
include an improvised ‘Walkabout’ performance can find out more.
based on literature characters performed by
Bamboozle Theatre Company, ‘The Rainforest Grew John Camp
Carolyn Vagg &
all Around’ by Mitchell Susan in the sensory room and Executive Headteacher
Rachel Harrison
‘The King with Dirty Feet’ an Indian folktale performed of the Compass Partnership
Co-Headteachers

CLASS FOCUS – Robin Class
Robin class came back after Christmas refreshed and ready to embrace the exciting term ahead.
This term we have been focusing on “Seasonal Change” and have developed our understanding
through our participation in a variety of curriculum areas. In Art, we have been using both clay
and play dough to make tree sculptures, we then painted the trees using colours of our choice.
After this, we went on to make tree sculptures using Paper Mache. In Literacy we have been
studying the story of “The Tiny seed” which has allowed us to explore the different seasons through
sensory activities.
In TPPC, we have been using computers to consolidate our learning on ‘Seasonal Change’.
Some children have been using software on the laptops to sort clothing into suitcases, depending
on the weather. Others have been using the interactive whiteboard to create Seasonal scenes
by dragging items across the screen. Children are now looking forward to our trip to the Horniman
Museum at the beginning of February.

PUPIL VOICE - My Return To School
Hello, I am a pupil in Sparrow Class and I wanted to tell you about
my return to school! In the spring term last year I was very poorly and
was in hospital for quite a long time.
I am now recovering and I have been returning back to school
slowly! I am so excited to be back in Sparrow class with my friends
and spending time with the adults that I work with. It has also been
great to see all of the familiar faces around the school; I have
enjoyed catching up with the office staff, nurses, therapists and
members of SLT. My voice is beginning to get much stronger again
now and all of the chatting has certainly helped!
Since being back, I have enjoyed music therapy sessions and using the medi-motion bike to build
some strength in my legs. I have also enjoyed re-visiting some of the things that I learned before
I went into hospital such as counting to 20, listening to stories and recalling some of the events
and working on my speaking and listening skills. I have also enjoyed participating in creative
sessions with my friends. I am looking forward to being back in Sparrow class full time – hopefully
this will be after the half-term break. If you see me around, be sure to say hello!
For other pupil voice news, check out the KS3 Blog on the website for our most recent updates.
Don’t forget to follow our twitter account for photographs and up to date news!
Twitter - @willowdenesch

OAKMERE NEWS
We have had a very busy start to our new term at Oakmere, we are continuing our Special Interest
Afternoon’s and this week we are hosting afternoons for Year 7 and Year 8. Liam has hosted an afternoon
of comedy and pranks, whilst Lyla is hosting a ‘Duvet Day’ where she will get together with her friends to
watch a film!
We have also welcomed Steffi our new specialist music teacher to support our music lessons. Steffi is a
professional musician and will work with every class at Oakmere to develop a range of musical skills, it will
be fantastic to experience a range of instruments and hear them being played live in our music room!
We are eagerly anticipating the completion of our bespoke play areas. We cannot wait for our new
Parkour - themed soft play area to be installed. It will truly be an incredible place to explore and develop
a plethora of skills ranging from physical MOVE targets to social awareness and interaction that inspires
and nurtures confidence. Here is the proposed drawing and I’m sure it will look amazing when it is installed!

THERAPY NEWS - Physio
The Children's Physiotherapy team at Willow Dene have been working hard with the school to get our
mobility platform timetable up and running! The AKKA platform allows our students to access independent
mobility in their own chairs by pressing a switch. They can either drive along on the road track, or use a
joystick that helps them begin to learn how to control their own direction. Classes have signed up for a
weekly timetable slot and staff teams have been learning how to operate the platform so that the hall
space will be used as much as possible. The road track is in our lower nursery hall if any parents would
like to come and book to have a look.
We have welcomed a new Physiotherapist to our team! Brinda Assi will be working in the team on
Wednesdays and will be introducing herself to students, their families and staff teams over the coming
weeks. If you would like to get in touch with Brinda or have any queries please do not hesitate to contact
her on Brinda.Assi@nhs.net
We have completed our first piece of data analysis on how our students are using our Medi motion bikes
which has been very exciting and inspirational! We will be continuing to profile how children respond to
the activity and it would be great to share this with parents in the future as more information comes in.
We can already see that the bike has been a positive addition to our Physical curriculum at Willow Dene.
If you have any queries about this or any other Physio related issues please do not hesitate to contact
me on claire.hggins1@nhs.net

