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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back to the first newsletter of the summer
term. There is always a lot to look forward to in the
summer term with a huge range of events, including
Arts Week and parents evening. It is also an emotional
time for us as so many of our year 6 children prepare
to move onto new adventures in new schools. We
cannot believe that a year ago Oakmere Road was
just an empty building and we were looking forward
to taking possession of it.

explore the possibilities that virtual reality can offer as
a tool to teach physical skills.
We are busy planning the upcoming premiere of our
Willow Dene documentaries. Look out for your
invitation to our red carpet event coming soon.
There are already lots of dates in the school diary for
parent workshops and events. On Wednesday we
held a coffee morning in partnership with Wide
Horizons who run outdoor and environmental
education centres. The coffee morning gave us the
opportunity to talk about possible activities to do with
children in our local green space. You will have
received a flier already inviting you to try out your
handicraft skills with a ‘Mascot Making’ workshop.
Watch out for other parent and family events coming
soon.

During the summer term we always have a lot of
parent visitors as parents make decisions about their
child’s future and prepare for the new school year.
We have already had many requests to visit. This term
we have also welcomed three new children to Willow
Dene. We are excited to have the opportunity to work
with Jaden, Idris and JJ and hope that they and their John Camp
Carolyn Vagg &
families will be very happy at Willow Dene. In addition Executive Headteacher
Rachel Harrison
we have already welcomed visitors from Greenwich of the Compass Partnership
Co-Headteachers
Health and Social Care Teams and the national NSN
organisation who were keen to have a tour of both
GOVERNOR NEWS
schools.
Hello Everyone and Welcome to the Summer term!
Our new term has a new topic. ‘A Day in the Life of
We hope you had a splendid Easter holidays.
an Artist’ gives us lots of opportunity to be creative
Governors have had a quick start to the term with
and begins the build-up to Arts Week later in the term.
one meeting and an Ofsted training for non –Staff
Look out for our new topic related displays going up
Governors. We are happily prepared should the
later this half term.
inspectors choose to come to our wonderful school.
We have been collecting art work by artists with
May I also use this opportunity to introduce our new
Autism, beginning with the amazing Stephen Wiltshire
Parent Governor, Neil Dawson to you all. We say a
print of Greenwich which we Tweeted earlier in the
big welcome to the team and we look forward to
term. These are currently on display in the Head
working together.
Teacher office if you would like to see them. We are
While we wait for the sunshine in full, we wish
beginning to look for artists with a visual impairment
everyone a beautiful summer term. Thank you.
for an Oakmere Road collection. If you have any
ideas please do let us know.
Kafayat Eletu, Chair Learning & Achievement
Committee; Safeguarding Governor
Last week was the first of our school journey
adventures. The two night Kingwood School Journey
offered an exciting adventure for children across the
school. Highlights included the scary looking 3D swing,
archery, zip-wire, lasers and fencing. We are very
proud of our amazing children and staff. You can find
out more information on Twitter @willowdenesch.
Watch the website for a full report and photos coming
soon.
Compass Partnership Trustees spent a day last week
focusing on learning technologies, especially the
potential of virtual reality in the classroom. Children at
Willow Dene have had their first taste of using virtual
reality headsets to experience whole new worlds.
Watch this space over the coming months as we

TOY LIBRARY NEWS
Some flyers were put in reception for parents about
the Greenwich Toy Library and their forthcoming
Summer Activities Programme. It has been brought
to our attention that there were some mistakes on
this flyer and a new flyer has now been provided.
If you happen to have picked one up in school
please discard. You can pick up a new one from
Vicky House – Family Support Worker or contact the
Toy Library directly on 020 8854 7090.

CLASS FOCUS – Kestrel
Kestrel class are pleased to be back at school after the Easter holidays. This term our topic is 'A Day in the Life
of an Artist' and we have begun to look at the work of Henri Matisse and Piet Mondrian. We created our own
versions of 'The Snail' by cutting and sticking tissue paper and 'The Composition II' by painting rectangles using
primary colours. During this term we will also be creating work inspired by Vincent Van Gogh, Claude Monet,
Lesley Olver and Andy Goldsworthy.
In our TPPC lessons we will be learning about the author and illustrator Eric Carle and producing different crafts
based on his well-known stories.
We look forward to a very exciting and busy half term!

OAKMERE NEWS
Welcome back to the summer term from Oakmere Road! We are incredibly excited to announce that our
two specialist rooms are now up open and are being thoroughly enjoyed by our children! Our Parkour
themed soft play area offers children fantastic opportunities to practice gross motor skills such as climbing,
balancing and jumping in an environment that is highly motivating!
Our white room is also open and now equipped with an
interactive Magic Carpet projector which allows
children to learn and develop skills ranging from cause
and effect through to addition and multiplication! Our
children really enjoy playing with the Magic Carpet and
these sessions have also allowed us to develop social
communication skills!

PHYSIO THERAPY NEWS
Hello from the Willow Dene Physiotherapy Team.

We are pleased to announce that we have two
new members of staff within the team. Brinda Assi
has joined us from maternity leave in a newly
We have started our new topic 'A day in the life of an created Band 7 post. She is working across Willow
Dene and Charlton schools and is with us on site on
artist' and as you can see the children are having lots of
Wednesdays.

fun being creative and learning about prominent artists!
Squirrel class have been taking inspiration from Jackson
Pollock in order to create our own abstract art! Whilst
Dormouse and Hedgehog have been following the
recipes from Herve Tullet's Doodle Cook book!

We have also filled our vacant Band 6 rotational
post and welcome Laura Stringman to the team.
She is with us in school on Wednesdays and Fridays.
With a change in staff comes some changes to how
we are able to deliver our service within the school
and if you have any questions about how your
child/or class is working with Physiotherapy, please
do not hesitate to contact us.
We are currently working on some new material to
help outline the package of care that children
receive from Physiotherapy within school. These will
be ready for launch at the start of the new school
year in September. The plan is that each child on
the caseload will have a 'Physical dashboard' that
clearly illustrates their needs and how we will be
meeting them.
There is some new software within school that allows
us to capture and review children's movement with
a greater degree of accuracy. We are very excited
to be working with the school and the software
company to look at how this technology may help
track our children's progress over time and we look
forward to sharing this with you as it moves forward.
As always if you have any comments, compliments
or concerns please do not hesitate to let us know.
Claire.higgins1@nhs.net

