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Dear Parents and Carers

quite a remarkable group! Feel free to visit and join them
if you would like to find out more.

Autumn term is well underway and we have already
seen a change in the weather and the first outbreaks of
viral illness. If you have not yet received or returned your
papers to arrange for your child to have a nasal flu
vaccination in school then we would strongly urge you
to do so. If you are worried or would like to talk more
about this then you can contact Alison Griffiths in school
and she will be able to give you more details.

This year our parent learning opportunities are starting
with the City Lit Creative Craft course for parents and
carers. The course runs on Thursday mornings at Swingate
Lane until October 19th. You will be able to make
bunting and cushions to sell and raise money for school.
This course will help you learn new skills as well as practise
some of the skills you have already gained.

In our last newsletter we told you about our first ever
multi-school event at Charlton Athletic Football Club
where staff from all Compass Partnership schools got
together to learn more about each other. Following on
from this, Mary Whitehead our Chair of Trustees visited
Willow Dene last week. Mary had a very busy schedule
as she was visiting all the schools in a single day but we
were lucky that she arrived at Willow Dene at the end of
the school day so there was time to show her the whole
of both schools and for her to talk to staff. We felt that
Mary got a really good sense of Willow Dene's values and
priorities as well as finding out more about our curriculum
and learning environments. John wrote to all the schools
after the visit to say 'The Chair of Trustees' tour of the
schools on Wednesday was an awe inspiring experience
for us both and that is not an over statement. The
consistency between schools (Compass is easily
identifiable in each school) coupled with the unique
character of each learning community was astounding.
Mary and I ended the day bursting with pride and in awe
of the quality achieved everywhere'. We are looking
forward to welcoming all members and trustees on a
similar visit soon.

Three years ago we were proud to receive the NAS
Autism Accreditation. Autism accredited settings prove
that they are committed to understanding autism and
that the service is setting the standard for autism
practice. The accreditation is renewed after three years,
so we are currently preparing re-accreditation in
November with a visit from Hannelore Bout from the NAS
this week. Hannelore explained the current assessment
system to the members of staff who will be involved in
the process in November.

We started the week with an important visit from Move
International. Willow Dene was chosen from all the Move
Centres of Excellence in the UK as an example of good
practice for an international visitor. Julie Sues-Delaney
came all the way from the US to find out how Move looks
in the UK. Julie toured the whole school and had lots of
questions. She was clearly impressed with the dedication
to developing children's physical skills that is evident at
Willow Dene and went away with lots of ideas.

Now that Willow Dene is part of the Compass
Partnership
Multi
Academy
Trust
(MAT),
arrangements for governance are slightly different.

This week we welcomed visitors from Richard Cloudesley
School in Islington. A group of governors and leaders
came to look around and to talk to us about our
experience as a special school of being part of a Multi
Academy Trust. We look forward to welcoming a group
of staff from the school later in the term.

They will additionally be responsible for keeping the
Members and Trustees of The MAT informed about
Willow Dene.

At Oakmere Road, the Music Therapists are enjoying their
Friday jamming group and are excited to welcome some
new members to the established group. The children
come together every week in the music room and make
music together using voices and instruments. They are

If you haven't already, please check out our Twitter feed
@willowdenesch there are some lovely photographs and
it is the place to find out all our new news. We currently
have 1636 followers and would love to make it to 2000…
so tell your friends and family to look us up!
John Camp
Executive Headteacher
of the Compass Partnership

Carolyn Vagg &
Rachel Harrison
Co-Headteachers

GOVERNOR NEWS

Our governing body remains as the 'Local Governing
Body' for Willow Dene. They are the experts in our
school and will continue to meet twice a term,
receive our leadership report and visit the school
regularly.

The Trust members and Trustees are responsible for
the strategic leadership of the group of schools.
Please contact us if you would like to know more.
Linda Perks
Chair of Governors

CLASS FOCUS – HERON
Heron class have been exploring working alongside each other, sharing and making new friends. We have been
building relationship with our classmates and getting to know one another. We have seen the beginnings of some
good friendships and hope to nurture these throughout the coming year.

SALT NEWS
The SaLT team wish to welcome the new students and families joining Willow Dene this term. We are excited about
the new school year and it is already proving to be busy!
There are some team changes this term - Sarah Gelli is now on maternity leave and her position is being covered
by Cecily Vale.
The SaLT team provide enhanced universal and targeted services to Willow Dene School as well as supporting
students with feeding and/or communication needs which cannot be met by our universal/targeted input.
Enhanced universal and targeted provision at Willow Dene School can include;
● Staff training
● Adapting the environment to promote communication
● Demonstrating activities to staff
● Raising awareness of communication difficulties
● Supporting the class to adapt their environment and their communication skills to enhance communication
● Setting up small group work opportunities that are run by class staff with advice from Speech and Language
Therapy (when appropriate)
● Modelling communication strategies and activities that can be applied throughout the day at home or in the
classroom
● Observing students when requested and giving strategies that staff can use to support him across the day.
Children do not need to be on the speech and language therapy caseload, or referred to speech and language
therapy to be able to access any of these types of support.
If you would like to contact a member of the therapy team at any point to discuss your child's communication or
their feeding then please do feel free to call us on 0208 317 8596 or write a note in your child's contact book for your
child's class team to pass on.

MOVE NEWS
We have started the year with a BANG!
The term began with a visit from Move International in which they had
the opportunity to tour the school and witness our children’s fantastic
wok on the Move Programme.
We have also been practising pulling ourselves up from a standing
position to reach something we want, walking holding on to a rail for
the first time, being in our gait trainers, working on our sitting skills and
also our balance and kneeling skills. Whew!
On top of all that we have made some lovely videos of children using
head control. These will soon be on Woodlark's Aurasma living display
in class. The videos show one of the newest children looking extremely
pleased with himself when he manages to work out how to hold the
spaghetti light - make sure you pop in to have a look next time you are
visiting!

