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Dear Parents and Carers
We can't believe it is December already! The next
newsletter will be at the beginning of the new term in
2018. If you are visiting the school you will see that the
reception areas are looking very seasonal with
decorations appearing as if by magic over the weekend.
All children completed their very own card designs during
the last week in November and these are currently with
the printers. We are excited to see the finished products
soon. A huge thank you to everyone who supported us
by ordering. The dates for end of term events are printed
in this newsletter. Please do contact us if you would like
further details. We hope to see you at some of the events.

health for learners with complex needs and autism. This
supports our current Core Priority which is developing our
provision in the areas of mental health and well-being.
We were also listening to some fascinating speakers
talking about outstanding practice in the education of
children with special needs at the 'No ticks-No Boxes'
conference. There were lots of ideas for us to bring back
to school for further discussion.

We were very excited to receive the official photographs
of this year's Shakespeare Schools Foundation
performance of The Tempest at the Albany Theatre. The
photographs are absolutely beautiful and showcase the
talents of our budding actors. They will be on display on
the large screens near the main entrance at Swingate
Two weekends ago Willow Dene sky dive team arrived at Lane soon.
Headcorn in Kent to beautiful blue sky. Eight brave
members of school staff threw themselves out of a very Last week we were visited by Jo Atkins our Improvement
small plane to raise money for Friends of Willow Dene. We Partner for the first of our termly visits. Jo acts as a 'critical
are happy to report that everyone landed intact and we friend' to the school, appraising what we do and offering
are now busy collecting sponsor money. We will report advice and support. During this visit Jo listened to several
on the total collected soon. If you would like to see some presentations about areas which are key to the school,
of the amazing photographs from the day then check for example pupil voice, sensory processing and
out our Twitter feed @willowdenesch. Once again a huge engagement with learning. Jo also went out and about
thank you to staff and parent supporters who have in school to see some of the things we had talked about
braved all sorts of weather to be there in person at every for herself. Jo gave us very positive initial feedback and
attempt to support our sky divers and to those daring staff we look forward to sharing some of her report with you
shortly.
themselves.
Our Fun Food Groups are run by Mandy, our Sensory Thank you to everyone who attended the Multi Agency
Processing Co-ordinator and are one of the ways we Fair this week. We hope it was a useful morning for you.
support children who are over or under sensitive to the We are looking forward to seeing lots of you at our Mini
sensory stimuli associated with food; these include smell, Market next Friday. And in case, we don’t see you before
texture and taste. Fun Food Groups are very popular and the end of term, have a Happy Holiday and wish you a
a large number of children benefit from them during very Happy New Year!
every year. Last week our Fun Food Group t-shirts arrived John Camp
Carolyn Vagg &
in school. They will protect children's clothes whilst being Executive Headteacher
Rachel Harrison
more agreeable to children who have sensory sensitivities of the Compass Partnership
Co-Headteachers
than wearing aprons. They will also act as another cue
DATES TO REMEMBER
into the session they are going to take part in.
Last week we were at Woolwich Town Hall to support
Emmanuel from Dormouse class at the election night for
Greenwich Young People's Council. GYPC is a group of
elected young people which exists to represent the views
of children and young people from across the borough
and to influence decision-making within the council.
Emmanuel began his election campaign earlier in the
year by writing his manifesto which includes a request for
accessible play spaces and the opportunity for other
schools to visit Willow Dene. Last week he was officially
elected as GYPC councilor 2017-2019. We are very proud
and looking forward to seeing this role develop.
We have been out and about networking at two different
conferences during the last two weeks. We were at the
SEMH conference last week finding out about
opportunities for addressing the challenge of mental

Monday 11th December - Christmas Dinner
Thursday 14th December - 13:30 PM KS1 Concert
Friday 15th December - 10 AM Foundation Concert,
10:30 AM to 13:30 PM Christmas Mini Market
Monday 18th December - 13:30 PM KS3 Concert
Tuesday 19th December - Christmas Parties
Wednesday 20th December -10 AM KS2 Concert
Wednesday 20th December - School Ends at 13:30 PM
Tuesday 2nd January - INSET Day
Wednesday 3rd January - Children Return to School

CLASS FOCUS – Puffin
In Puffin class we have been enjoying one of our favourite sensory stories. We chose to go on a bear hunt and had
lots of fun along the way. It was very exciting especially when we were splashed crossing the river!
Here are some of our photos of the children in Puffin class enjoying the story.

NURSING TEAM NEWS
The school nursing team continue to support all the children in both sites of the school.
As we move into the winter months, we would like to remind all parents that we are unable to administer any
medication which has been bought in a shop or pharmacy. All medications which need to be given in school must
have been prescribed by a doctor. Medications must come into school in the original box / packaging, which is
correctly labelled with the dose required. All medication that needs to be given in school must be in date.
In order for any medication to be given in school, the nurse is required to obtain evidence of the prescription. This
can come from a clinic letter from the doctor, or if the medication is regularly prescribed by the GP, with parental
consent we are able to access the GP's summary care record. If you are able to send into school a copy of the
prescription, clinic letter or discharge summary, this will speed up the process.
Parents are welcome to contact us directly to discuss their child's health and any medical concerns that you may
have. Our direct number is 0208 316 1516.
We can also be contacted by email: oxl-tr.willowdeneschool@nhs.net
Tara Sissons - Team Leader for the nursing team.

SENSORY PROCESSING
This term the children have been exploring a new range of chewy and fidget resources, it's so exciting to see our
children enjoy the different materials and textures that help to satisfy their sensory need.
Our fun food group T-shirts have arrived and are looking great, helping children to feel comfortable and relaxed
during messy food activities.

GOVERNOR NEWS
Last week we held our second local governing body meeting this term. This meeting was very well attended by our
governors. We received the Leadership Report to Governors which documents progress in all areas of school life
and Claire Barnes presented the annual school Data Report. This report gives Governors an overview of all of the
school data collected from a range of progress measures during the previous academic year. We also talked about
our recent monitoring morning, during which governors visited school to find out more about progress towards our
Core Priority on mental health and well-being. This week we have been in school meeting parents at the multi-agency
morning.

